Wednesday, November 22, 2017 


THE ORANGE COUNTY 


REGISTER 


$1.50 FOUNDED IN1905 FACEBOOK.COM/OCREGISTER TWITTER.COM/OCREGISTER 


High stakes in reshaping net neutrality 


What to know if FCC 
rolls back rules for 
internet providers 


The Washington Post 


With its final meeting of the 
year less than a month away, the 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission is expected to reveal the 
latest details of a plan to roll back 
the government’s net neutrality 
regulations this week. The result 


could reshape the 
entire digital eco- 
system by giving 
internet providers 
more control over 
what their custom- 
ers can see and ac- 
cess online and 
Pai how quickly they 
can do it. 

Under current rules, broad- 
band companies such as Verizon 
and Comcast must treat all web- 
sites and online services equally. 
Verizon, for instance, isn’t al- 


lowed to deliver content from Ya- 
hoo, which it owns, to consumers 
any faster than it delivers compet- 
ing content from Google. It also 
isn’t permitted to actively slow 
down or block Google services. 
But the FCC is likely to change 
all that, analysts say, relaxing the 
Obama-era rules that required 
providers to behave like legacy 
telecom companies who must 
carry all phone calls on a non- 
discriminatory basis. FCC Chair- 
man Ajit Pai “will try to shrink 
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The Federal 
Communications 
Commission 

is expected 

to roll back 
regulations ina 
move that would 
give internet 
providers more 
control over 


customers’ 
access. 
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SOME NEIGHBORS DON’T HESITATE TO PUT UP 
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS BEFORE THANKSGIVING 
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Christmas lights are strung across Tumbleweed Street in Trabuco Canyon on Monday. 
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Residents on the street put up the lights every year. 
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IS FE TOO SOON? 


By Keith Sharon » ksharon@scng.com 


"Twas the night before Thanksgiving, and more 
than a month before Christmas, and all around the 
house ... some people — twisted souls, their detrac- 
tors say — already have their holiday lights blazing. 

Just drive around Orange County in any direc- 
tion and you'll see them, the homes of these early 
Christmas enthusiasts calling out to those who are 
waiting until after Thanksgiving or maybe even the 


month of December before putting up their lights: 


You're late. Your kids wish you were more like us. 

The Ratta family in Mission Viejo, the William- 
sons in Anaheim Hills, the Eckarts in Orange, the 
Horans in Irvine (and the list goes on) — all of them 
are already watching their electricity bills skyrocket 
in the name of early Christmas cheer. 

At the same time, Mary Beth Formby summed 
up what so many people are thinking: “Boo. Give 
Thanksgiving its due respect.” 

This year, Thanksgiving will be celebrated on 
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“T turned mine 
on because 

he turned his 
on. I love the 
lights. It looks 
nice. I want to 
put up some 
more.” 


— Mike Cerneant of 
Tomahawk Street in 
Trabuco Canyon, on 
how he and his neighbor 
always put lights up 
together and early 


New enforcement 
takes a toll on families 


For deported father, 
adjusting to life 

in Ensenada, Mexico, 
hasn't been easy 


By Alejandra Molina 
amolina@scng.com 
@alemolina on Twitter 


From Calle Alisos in Ensenada, 
Mexico, the city’s marina can be 
seen glistening in the thin sun- 
light that illuminates a towering 
Carnival cruise ship. 

It’s a view that Ramon Ruiz Or- 
tiz can easily see from his roof, 
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but it’s not one he often relishes. 

For Ruiz, it’s hard to embrace 
Ensenada, a coastal tourist town, 
when the home he longs for is in 
Moreno Valley. 

It’s been more than five months 
since Ruiz, 36, was deported. He 
was sent back to Mexico in May, 
just hours after he went to San 
Bernardino’s U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services office 
to interview for a green card that 
would have granted him perma- 
nent residency. 

U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, or ICE, said he was 
denied permanent residency be- 
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Margarita Ortiz, 66, of Moreno Valley hugs her son Ramon Ruiz 
Ortiz, 36, while visiting him in Ensenada. Ramon Ruiz Ortiz was 
deported in May after immigration officials found he did not 
qualify for a green card during his interview, leaving behind his 


wife and three U.S. citizen children. 
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Issues roil 

Hollywood, 
sports and 

politics 


Pixar co-founder takes leave 


Allegations of 
sexual impropri- 
ety and abuses of 
power roiled Hol- 
lywood again Tues- 
day when John 
Lasseter, the cre- 
ator of “Frozen,” 
“Cars” and“Toy 
Story,” announced 
he was taking a six-month sab- 
batical in the wake of allegations 
that he inappropriately touched, 
kissed and commented upon co- 
workers’ looks. news 4 


Conyers denies allegations 


Another sex abuse allegation 
— this one being denied by the 
accused — rattled Congress as 
reports surfaced that Rep. John 
Conyers, a Democrat from Mich- 
igan, settled a 2015 sexual harass- 
ment claim by a former staffer. 
The allegation is that Conyers 
sought sexual favors and had af- 
fairs with employees, and that he 
settled the harassment claim in 
secret. NEWS 3 


Trump weighs in on Moore 


President Donald Trump, who 
had been mostly silent on Al- 
abama Senate candidate Roy 
Moore, said the former state judge 
“denies” allegations from at least 
nine women that he pursued or 
assaulted them when they were 
still teenagers and he was in his 
30S. NEWS 3 


Olympian adds to charges 


Gabby Douglas, the 2012 Olym- 
pics all-around gymnastics cham- 
pion, became the third 2012 team 
member to say she was sexually 
abused by USA Gymnastics team 
physician Larry Nassar. sports1 
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Mugabe resigns as 
president after 37 years 


Robert Mugabe succumbed to a 
week of overwhelming pressure 
from the military, lawmakers and a 
population weary of his decades- 
long reign. NEWs5 


Uber says breach affected 
57 million accounts 

Hackers stole data from the ride- 
hailing firm, which ousted two em- 
ployees for helping keep the hack 
under wraps. BUSINESS ON NEWS 9 


‘Partridge Family’ singer 
was a pop music sensation 
Teen idol David 
Cassidy, who starred 
in the 1970s sitcom 
and sold millions 

of records, died 
Tuesday. NEWS 4 
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